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PLAN OF BOULEVARD TO CONNECT THE NORTH AND SOUTH SIDES OF THE 
RIVER, VIEW LOOKING NORTH FROM WASHINGTON STREET— PAINTING BY 
JULES GUERIN From the collection of the Chicago Plan Commission 




THE NEW TWO LEVEL BRIDGE A PART OF THE BEAUTIFUL BOULEVARD LINK 
CONNECTING MICHIGAN AVENUE WITH PINE STREET From Chicago Plan Commission Collection 



Creating a World Famous Street 



By A. G. RICHARDS 



"J 



' UST a big overgrown country 
town" has been an epithet hurled 
at Chicago by the condescending 
metropolitan and blase cosmopolitan for 
a good many years and its citizens have 
been obliged to bow their heads in ac- 
quiescence though they might grind their 
teeth in resentment. However we may now 
take heart and lift up our heads, in hope 
at least, for the buxom country lass is de- 
veloping, slowly but surely, into the grand 
lady with the dignity, majesty and poise 
that are so wonderfully assisted by proper 
raiment and tasteful adornment. 



If you doubt this you have only to refer 
to our illustrations and compare the fa- 
mous thoroughfares of the world, from 
cities of most ancient and royal tradition, 
with Michigan Avenue as it soon shall be, 
in a not so very distant future. A lovely 
park will smile in the sunlight beside the 
opal waters of the ever changeful lake, and 
plazas, towers, and temples of art will arise 
like the palace of Aladdin, wished into being 
by our own desire for improvement that 
has prompted the reaching out of eager 
hands to rub the lamp of progress. 

From the standpoint of natural advan- 
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RUSH STREET BRIDGE^AN UNIMPOSING 
TRAFFIC THAN LONDON BRIDGE 



STRUCTURE WHICH CARRIES MORE 

From Chicago Plan Commission Collection 
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UPPER END OF MICHIGAN AVENUE IN ITS PRESENT ASPECT 

From Chicago Plan Commission Collection 
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THE SHOTTEN RING IN 
KING'S STRASS— VIENNA- 
AUSTRIA 



From Chicago Plan 
Commissio7i Collection 




tage no city in the world is more favored ; 
for, where else is there to be found a street, 
one side of which is given over to man, as 
expressed in his ultimate architectural 
achievement, the steel framed skyscraper, 
and the other to nature in her most uncon- 
querable aspect, that of the waters of the 
sea? 

Michigan Boulevard appears like a dem- 
onstration of the saying that man rules the 
earth but his dominion stops at the shore. 
Its water line of giant towers makes one 
marvel at the building ability of that tiny 
atom man, and mentally compare him to 
the coral mite that builds the tropic reef and 
isle. Beyond, stretch miles upon miles of 
blue waters, which man may dot with pier 
and lighthouse, and sail in ships which, 



though marvels of architecture in their way, 
the waters can in a moment of wrath de- 
stroy. Man has mastered nature in many of 
her manifestations, but it is only through the 
exercise of caution that he may maintain a 
truce with her upon the waves. 

It is this contrast between the final perfec- 
tion of civilization and untamed nature that 
makes Michigan Boulevard so fascinating 
a thoroughfare. It is indeed unfortunate 
that Chicago's streets are not more uni- 
formly interesting, that the lake front has 
been lost to the city for so many miles along 
the south shore and that the streets in gen- 
eral are not wider. It is, however, a con- 
solation to reflect upon the advantages and 
opportunities we possess and the work so 
far accomplished by the Chicago Plan 
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From Chicago Plan Commission Collection 
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Commission in carrying out the Plan of 
Chicago. 

At present the great city may still be a 
bit provincial in its physical development, 
for it seems never to have had a street sys- 
tem and the average width of its thorough- 
fares is sixty-six feet, the standard meas- 
urement of a country road from time im- 
memorial. This indicates that the city has 
indeed grown up like a wild flower along the 
country roads. One might even say that it 
was originally laid out on the plan of a 
farmer, but it would be more strictly in 
keeping with facts to admit that, until recent 
years, it "just grew/' like Topsy, with no 
real plan at all. 

One hundred and four years ago Mayor 
Dewitt Clinton of New York City and his 
associate Gouverneur Morris filed a report 
with the city recommending that all the 
north and south streets in New York be one 
hundred feet wide. That was twenty-six 
years before Chicago was incorporated as 
a village, and it seems strange that with this 
precedent before her the younger town did 
not look to the future by providing wider 
streets and avenues. 

Again those things of physical attractive- 
ness in European cities and even in New 
York City, which make for metropolitan 
supremacy are plazas, converging diagonal 
street centers, great monuments scattered 
about in open places, wide shaded semi- 
business and residential thoroughfares. 
Where are Chicago's plazas and open spaces 
marking the termination or convergence of 
streets? They are largely in the land of 
heart's desire so far, but thanks to Burn- 
ham, the Plan of Chicago, the Commercial 
Club, Charles H. Wacker and the Plan 
Commission there is hope for the future. 

Some features of the plan are at last actu- 
ally appearing as definite realities, however, 
and among these not the least important is 
the boulevard link and the new bridge which 
soon shall span the river, connecting Mich- 
igan Avenue with the famous north shore 
drive in a straight wide thoroughfare. The 



two plazas on Michigan Avenue at either 
end of the great bridge will permit the 
erection of two magnificent monuments, 
producing an effect similar to the Place 
Vendome in Paris with its column of 
July or the Place de la Concorde looking 
toward the Arc de Triomphe, or Picadilly 
Circus or Trafalgar Square with Nelson's 
monument in London, and other monu- 
mental places of similar character in all the 
principal cities of Europe. 

When the Michigan Avenue improvement 
is finished the route from Twelfth Street 
passing Grant Park, thence through the 
plazas, over the great bridge, northward 
through Lincoln Park will in monumental 
splendor and beauty compare favorably 
with the tour of Broadway and Fifth 
Avenue, through Union Square, passing - 
Madison Square Garden, through the chang- 
ing panorama of tall buildings, great crowds 
and numberless streets converging at 
Twenty-ninth Street, northward on Fifth 
Avenue to Central Park; or the tour in 
Paris from the Rue de l'Opera, up Rue de la 
Paix, across the Place Vendome, up Rue de 
Rivoli, passing the historical Gardens of the 
Tuilleries across the Place de la Concorde 
north into the Champs Elysees through 
the Arch de Triomphe into the Bois de 
Boulogne; or the London tour up Oxford 
Street, across Picadilly Circus up Picadilly, 
past St. James Park in Rotten Row into 
Hyde Park. 

Anyone who has traversed these fascinat- 
ing courses in the heart of the world's three 
greatest cities can appreciate what a tre- 
mendous boon it would be to Chicago to 
have the present disreputable link and Rush 
Street bridge, converted into a thing of 
beauty and joy forever, connecting the at- 
tractive North Side with "the world's great- 
est mile," and the throbbing heart of the 
world's fourth city, in a dignified harmoni- 
ous and appropriate manner. 

Compare the illustrations of the famous 
streets just mentioned in other metropolitan 
cities, with Michigan Avenue as you know 
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THAMES ROADWAY 
SHOWING HOTELS CECIL 
AND SAVOY 



From Chicago Plan 
Commission Collection 




it, and try to imagine at its upper end in- 
stead of the present "Chinese Wall" of old 
buildings, a crooked street turning and a 
hideous draw bridge of commercial steel; a 
straight broad and graceful driveway, as- 
cending gradually from Lake Street in a 
beautiful two-level boulevard, leading to 
the towers which flank the great bridge and 
are approached by terraced steps at either 
side. Reflect upon the dignity and grandeur 
which will be added to Michigan Avenue 
by this improvement alone. The bridge, like 
the boulevard leading to it from Lake Street 
and from Chicago Avenue, will be of the 
two-level type, the upper street reserved for 
heavy teams and trucks. Although it will 
be a splendid structure it is regrettable 
that this cannot be a stationary bridge as 



the cost of building and maintaining would 
.be so much less that it could be adorned 
beautifully with statues and works of art. 
It is, however, necessary on account of the 
boats upon the river to make it a bascule or 
jackknife affair, opening in the middle like 
the present Rush Street structure. 

It is almost inconceivable that the pres- 
ent termination of Michigan Avenue has 
been so long endured, for it involves delays 
to traffic and difficulties of every kind. In- 
deed, it is not only the aesthetic but the prac- 
tical aspect of this improvement which is 
important, for it is estimated that the delay 
occasioned by the present congestion of 
traffic is exceedingly wasteful of time and 
money. Mr. Charles H. Wacker, chair- 
man of the Chicago Plan Commission, in a 
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INTERSECTING STREETS IN BERLIN SHOWING THE IMPORTANCE OF 

MONUMENTS AND PLAZAS From Chicago Plan Commission Collection 



speech before the Board of Local Improve- 
ments, presented the following facts in re- 
gard to this. extravagance: "The plan pro- 
posed for the projection of Michigan Ave- 
nue/' he said, "is not a plan to benefit the 
owners of automobiles or facilitate the 
progress of pleasure vehicles, but to help 
all interests in the city by separating two 
classes of traffic and thereby saving enor- 
mous sums annually to Chicago's industrial 
concerns." 

"The figures compiled from traffic investi- 
gations reveal that the city's commercial and 
industrial interests suffer the tremendous 
loss of more than $500,000.00 each year 
through the traffic congestion at the city's 
busiest connecting artery between the north 
and south sides. At each of the eight cross- 
ings of Michigan Avenue from Washington 



Street to Rush and Indiana Street there is 
an average delay of approximately thirty 
seconds or two and one-half minutes to each 
vehicle, a grand total of three thousand 
three hundred and eighty hours a day. For 
one year this gives an aggregate of one hun- 
dred and two thousand nine hundred and 
three days of actual waste. Considering 
$5.00 as a conservative estimate of the cost 
of a team or a vehicle for a day, the com- 
pilation puts up a loss of $514,650.00 a 
year to users of traffic over the stretch 
which the two-level boulevard link will 
span. The saving of this loss alone would 
pay for the proposed two-level connecting 
link in less than fourteen years." 

In this connection it is most interesting 
to refer to the report of Captain C. C. 
Healy of the traffic department of the Police 
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Department made on August nth, 191 1, to 
the Chicago Plan Commission. This report 
covering eleven hours from seven A. M. to 
six P. M., shows the number of vehicles 
traversing and crossing Michigan Avenue 
from Washington Street to Indiana Street 
and over the Rush Street Bridge to total 
58,184. 

"Exclusive of the traffic on Rush Street 
bridge," Captain Healy's report continues, 
"the grand total of vehicles at the eight 
street crossings on Michigan Avenue be- 
tween Washington and Indiana streets (in- 
cluding River Street traffic) is 50,330. As a 
comparison with the foregoing census of 
Chicago traffic the following figures of a 
London census taken in April, 191 1, are 
very interesting. The London census was 
most complete, three hundred and seventy 
men being employed to secure same." 

"The number of vehicles passing through 
four of London's bridges in twelve hours of 



one day was 18,912. Of this number Lon- 
don Bridge had 7,578. This bridge has 
long been considered the busiest traffic 
vehicle bridge in the world, but when com- 
pared with Rush Street bridge of Chicago 
we find that we have an increase of approx- 
imately sixteen per cent. 

"At eight of the chief points of entry into 
the London city the total of vehicles of all 
descriptions was 35,443. The grand total of 
vehicles at eight street crossings on Mich- 
igan Avenue between Washington and In- 
diana Streets, exclusive of Rush Street 
bridge, is 50,330, and as twenty per cent of 
this total is east and west bound, the grand 
total is then 10,066 east and west bound 
vehicles and 40,264 north and south bound. 

"These figures show an increase in the 
total traffic on Michigan Avenue and cross- 
ing it at these eight principal intersections 
of forty-two per cent over the traffic on the 
eight principal points of entry into the city 




PROMENADE ON THE WATERFRONT OF THE FAMOUS BENNER ALSTER— 
HAMBURG-GERMANY From Chicago Plan Commission Collection 




FIFTH AVENUE — NEW YORK AT 3 P. M. FROM IN FRONT OF THE ASTOR LIBRARY 

AT THIRTY-NINTH STREET From Chicago Plan Commission Collection 
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of London. Then, too, the London report 
is for twelve hours, and ours is only for 
eleven hours. On Fleet Street, one of the 
busiest thoroughfares of London, the total 
amount of vehicles of all descriptions was 
9,575 in twelve hours — one hundred and 
fifty less than the Rush Street bridge 
count/' 

It is estimated, too, that the central busi- 
ness area, one quarter of a square mile with 
the fringe of business and warehouses sur- 
rounding it, is as yet carrying only sixty to 
seventy per cent of its ultimate business 
capacity and that to provide for the neces- 
sities of its increasing population will re- 
quire much better traffic facilities than are 
at present available. Mr. Wacker further 
said in his speech before the Board of 
Local Improvements: "The physical con- 
ditions surrounding Michigan Avenue abso- 
lutely demand the two-level plan for segre- 



gation of traffic. Surely Chicago is entitled 
to one decent, wide, respectable street, un- 
encumbered by cross traffic, high grade in 
every way as is upper Fifth Avenue in New 
York. 

"There is no longer any talk about creat- 
ing 'a street on stilts/ Such talk was never 
made except to divert attention from the 
real issue. The street when completed will 
carry the upper level from building line to 
building line, and the grades at the north 
and south approaches to the upper level will 
be almost imperceptible to anyone passing 
the street. All shops, stores and buildings 
of whatsoever nature will have their en- 
trances, shop windows, etc., on the upper or 
boulevard level. The lower level will be 
used for receiving and shipping purposes/' 

It is indeed gratifying to know that the 
Plan Commission have succeeded in the 
good work of having this project approved 
and assured to the city. 




MAXIMILLIN SQUARE— MUNICH 
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This, however, is not all there is to the 
Plan of Chicago for improving our famous 
boulevard. By reference to the panoramic 
view herewith presented, of the aspect 
looking south from the Michigan Boule- 
vard Building, we see what the Chicago 
of the future is to be. Beyond the pinnacle 
of the Tower Building we recognize the Art 
Institute, the Blackstone Hotel and various 
other buildings, but these alone are familiar. 
The beautiful park little resembles Grant 
Park in its present state while the Illinois 
Central tracks have vanished beneath a 
roof which appears like a pleasant prom- 
enade. Fronting Twelfth Street is the new 
Illinois Central Station and beyond the Field 
Museum with its stately Attic outlines. 
Further south we see the Twenty-second 
Street pier and catch a glimpse of the pro- 
posed lagoon and new lake front with its 
drives and boulevards all uniting in a 
scheme symmetrical and beautiful. This 
also is at least begun for daily we can watch 
the improvement of Grant Park and the 
rilling in of the lake east of the present 
Illinois Central Station. 

The great pier and pavilion at Grand 
Avenue on the north side are a fact, if not 
completely accomplished at least well on 
the way, and the boulevard link is assured. 
With these features completed not even the 
famous cities of the Fatherland with their 



wonderfully thorough and complete con- 
struction, arrangement and embellishment 
(an idea of which may be gained from our 
illustration) will surpass the beauties of 
Chicago's great front yard. 

What a drive indeed is the boulevard 
tour of Chicago embracing the south and 
west side parks, Michigan Avenue, Lincoln 
Park and the North Shore, forty-five miles 
of paved boulevard, through sylvan gardens, 
past a stupendous business section to the 
most delightful residential neighborhoods 
imaginable. Chicago, at least, has one ad- 
vantage over many cities in that there are 
no natural limitations to its ramifications. 
It is free to spread out and grow in every 
direction from the lake shore and even 
within its present limits there is ample space 
for the beauty spots that make a city charm- 
ing. 

This middle western metropolis is also 
blessed with a complete and artistic working 
model in the Plan of Chicago, a project 
which should have the most enthusiastic 
support of all loyal Chicagoans, not only 
for reasons of civic pride and home senti- 
ment but for the great practical reasons 
(so thoroughly appreciated by European 
cities) that such improvements tend to make 
a city a mecca for tourists and visitors, thus 
increasing its commercial importance and 
bringing about its financial supremacy. 




HISTORIC PORCELAIN BOWL COMMEMORATING THE 
BATTLE OF COPENHAGEN— DAN SKE FOLKE MUSEUM 

Courtesy Royal Copenhagen Porcelain and Danish Arts 



